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maining due to him after fuch Deducion made, as aforefaid. And in cafe
any Plaintiff, after fuch Recovery had of any Quantity of Tobacco againft any
Defendant having Tobacco pack'd in Hogtheads, and qualified, as aforefaid, thail
refufe, upon the Defendant’s Tendring of fuch Tobacco, to receive the fame,
but thall fue out Execution againft the Defendant, whereby the Defendant is
taken in Execution and Imprifoned, then and in fuch Cafe any Friend of the
fuid Defendant fo imprifoned may, on Behalf of fuch Prifoner, go to the High
Sheriff, and require him to certifie to the next Jaftices of the Peace at whole
Suit, and for what Sum, the faid Prifoner is in Execution ; which Certificate the
Sheriff thall make gratis, and give to fuch Perfon requiring the fame, within
Five Hours, after 'f§ch Demand, under Penalty of Two thoufand Pounds of
Tobacco in‘Cask, to0 be forfeired by the High Sheriff, if he wilfully refufe to
make the fame ; the One Half thereof to Her Majefty, Her Heirs and Succef-
fors, for the Support of Government, the other Half to the Party grieved, to
be recovered by Action of Debt in any Court of Record of this Province ;
whici Certificate {o obtained any Friend or Agent of fuch Prifoner fhall {hew
to fuch next Juftice of Peace ; and if fuch Friend of Agent will aver that the
Prifontet hath Tobacco ready to pay fuch Debt or Dumages recovered eon-
venient, and that fuch Friend will open and fhew the fame, the faid Juftice of
Peace thall either go in Perfon, or fend Two difcreet Perfons, Freeholders, as
aforefaid; fworn before him, to view the Tobacco, and weigh it, and make
Report thereof ; and if it happen the Tobacco js {found, merchantible, and of
fuch Weiglt to difcharge the whole Sum mentioned in the Execution, then
fhall the fard Juftice give Notice to the Sheriff in Writing, under the Hand
of fuch Juftice, by the Agent of fuch Prifoner, that, except fuch Sheriff come and
thew good Caufe to the contrary, that the faid Juftice will caufe the faid To-
bacco to be marked on the Creditor’s Rif: ue; and if Caufe be not thewn
within Forty eight Hours after the Date anz Service of fuch Writing, which
fhall be dated on or at a certain Hour of a certain Day, that then the Juftice
fhall caufe the faid Tobacco to be marked and numbred, and fhall fend the
Sheriff a Certificate of the Mark, Number, Weight, and Place where fuch Tobacco
lies on the Creditor’s Account; and in cafe the Prifoner is not in his Cuftody on
any other Account, he thall fuffer him ( paying or giving Security for his
Fees ) 1o go at large, and fhall notbe anfwerable upon any Action of Efcape ;
and if after this the Sheriff detain the Prifoner any longer in Prifon, fuch De-
wining fhall be adjudged Falfe Imprifonment.

Pafs'd November 141h, 1713. Revii’d May 30th, 1715,
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An AG- for .the more Jpeedy Conveying Publick Letters and
Packets of this Province, and Defraying the Charge thereof ;
andto prevent the Abufes of Breakmg open and Concealing

any Letters whatfocver.

FO RASMUCH as feveral of the Inhabitants of this Province have been .

formerly fubject to grear and manifeft Inconveniencies by Prefling of Horfes,
under Pretext of Carrying and Conveying Publick Letters "and Packets ; For
Prevention whereof, and that due Care may be taken for the future, that all
Publick Letters and Packers, relating to Her Majefty’s or the Publick’s Service
of this Province, be fecurely and expeditioufly conveyed according to their Di-
rections, the Delegates of this prefeat General Affembly do pray, that it may
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